Tommy Ricketts
1901 - 1967

Winner of:

Victoria Cross

Distinguished Conduct Medal
Croix de Guerre with Gold Star

Tommy Ricketts was 15 years old when he enlisted in the Newfoundland
Regiment in September 1916. He was eager to follow his older brother George
who had enlisted the year before, in 1915.

The enlistment form describes Tommy as being from Middle Arm, White Bay, a
small outport in Newfoundland. Tommy signed the form, declaring that he was
over 18 years of age.

Tommy went overseas several months later in January, 1917. He was wounded
in November of that year but quickly returned to action in April, 1918.

In October, 1918 Tommy Ricketts was awarded the Victoria Cross for his bravery
in action in Ledeghem, Belgium. He was the youngest Canadian soldier to
receive the Victoria Cross and the third youngest in the British Empire.

When Tommy returned home he was treated like a hero. There were parades,
gifts and many speeches about his bravery in battle. People were eager to make
the most of his experiences and to hear his stories. However, he was not happy
to be in the spotlight or to speak about his wartime experiences. For many years
he refused to accept the VC pension.

His wife said, “"He did not want this VC. He just felt that others, everyone who
went across, was just as equal as he was.”
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